ECUMENICAL PRESS SERVICE 


Published under the auspices of the: World Council of Churches - International Missionary Council 
World Alliance of Young Men’s Christian Associations - World Young Women’s Christian Association 


World’s Student Christian Federation - World Council of Christian Education - United Bible Societies 


EDITOR: JOHN GARRETT... 17 ROUTE DE MALAGNGO.- = GENEVA +; SWITZERLAND 
TEL. 36 7130 - CaBLEs OIKOUMENE U.S. ENoutries: 156 FirtH Ave., New York 10, N. Y., USA 


No. 5/25th Year . | February 7th, 1958 


. On other pages 


Anglican Primate Declares War on Church Apartheid. ..... . Page 2 
Local Talks Between DDR Church and State Officials .... .. Page 4 
French Protestants Deplore Algerian Developments ...... . Page 5 


A Special Report 
HBom@enurches il. the-Pacit iG als lands... <: en. deste. o..6 nen supe) oP eeem 


Document 


“Call for the Day of Prayer of the World's Student Christian 


mrcderacion wy seebruaryei6, 1958 3s) « 2s eo he aller a cet s oe Labels ee Roem 


Bishop of Chichester's Plea for Religious Liberty in East Germany 


(London) - In his last speech before the House of Lords in the British parli- 
~.ament, the Bishop of Chichester, Dr. G.K.A. Bell, who retired on January 31, 
strongly condemned interference with the liberty of the Church in East Germany. 


The bishop said he spoke as an advocate of "summit talks for the settle- 
ment of political differences and disarmament problems and for the promotion 
of world peace". Referring to recent approaches on these subjects from Mr. 
Bulganin and Mr. Kruschev, Dr. Bell told the House of Lords that "no power 
which claims to be a champion of world peace and yet denies or undermines, 
and so attacks, religious liberty, is likely to convince other powers which 
value that liberty of the genuineness of that championship while these attacks 
continue". 


“After quoting the guarantees of religious freedom in the constitution of 
the German Democratic Republic (DDR) as having been formally endorsed by lea- 
ders of church and state, the bishop said that "experience has proved, as with 
the National Socialists, the inevitable logic of the totalitarian system which 
leads to the victory of the extremists". . 


Going on to describe "recent developments hostile to religious liberty" 
in both Roman Catholic and Protestant church administration and youth work, 
Dr. Bell criticised "libels and insults" in the "state-controlled press" 


The aim of the Ecumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion 
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in its news items. EPS may be freely reproduced in any form with acknowledgment. | 


- carry far abroad, and which will carry to Germany - and may it: carry to the 
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directed against Bishop Otto Dibelius and other church leaders. He descri- 
bed “intolerable conditions" imposed by the Hast German covernment which led 
to the cancellation of the Kirchentag (church rally) planned to be held at 
Erfurt in the summer of 1957. 


"There has been a drastic cancellation of licences to rebuild or repair 
churches, parish halls and vicarages, in spite of finance and raw materials 
being available during the last few months", the bishop said. "Since July 1, 
1957, the government have ceased to pay direct to the Evangelical Church the 
agreed subsidy for the maintenance of the clergy of ten. million East German 
marks per annum, which it had been agreed to set aside for this purpose in 
compensation for the nationalisation by the government of church property." 


Dr. Bell went on to describe pressure on church youth. He said that 
although the constitution guarantees the right of the church to organise re- 
ligious instruction in state schools and school premises, “recently in all. 
state schools such instruction has been bik Gaanees on the plea 6f lack of accom- 
modation". He then launched a vigorous ‘attack on the attempt by the state 
to make the communist- sporisored youth dedication ceremonies compulsory for 
all German young people at the time ‘of Christian confirmation. "This, ny 
Lords", the bishop declared, "is much more than a civic ceremony. It ee in- 
tended to rule out the Christian rite." 


The situation created by the youth dedication ceremonies was Reapers Ped 
by the bishop as difficult for both Catholics and Protestants. 2) 


Mult the Bast German Zone as now administered is really proclaimed by the 
Moscow rulers to be a model state", Dr. Bell said, "the prospects of a sincere 
understanding between the Western eeias and the Soviet powers are hardly 
encouraging". : 


9 


The bishop's retirement from the House of Lords after 21 years' service 
drew tributes from government and opposition peers. The Earl of Home as. 


_ Leader of the House said the bishop had "been a fearless critic on matters’ of 
foreign policy and distributed his rebukes impartially, on all governments" . 


Viscount Alexander of Hillsboroug hy from the opposition side. of the House, 


. drew attention to the fact that Dr. Bell "rendered such service to organised 


workers that he was made an honorary member of a trade union. I do not know 
of any other bishop in your lordships' House" , he said,*"who is in a like 
position of being able to say 'I am a trade acne 


"Everyone, I think", said Lord Fakenham, peing tribute to the bishop' s 
Speech, "not only noble Lords here: but those who read his speech which will 
Kremlin! - must know the utter sincerity behind it and the passionate love of | 
peace in which he is second to none". He described Dr. Bell as "the happy 


._ Warrior to whom the whole country cm ie with pride", E.P.S., Geneva 


Anglican Primate Declares War on Church Aparthe ie 
«(Cape Town) - The Anglican Archbishop of Cape dove! the Most Rev. Saoat de 


Blank, has told the. people of his diocese that he will not officiate as a bish—— 
op at services in parishes that maintain apartheid in their worship. 


In a strong statement in "Good Hope", the official newspaper of the dio- i 
cese, the archbishop says "I have to admit with shame that I have been told of 
congregations where apartheid operates. I do not and cannot believe it, but 


if it were ever proved to me that apartheid does in fact operate in any church © 


“Louw, the Minister of Extemal Affairs, challenged him to do away with racial > 
- segregation in the church boarding schools attended by the sons of wealthy 


! Committee. The latest figure brings to almost 100,000. the number of persons “ aot 


ee , Poe 

‘ Be) oy ! Tees 

. 7 | Aa 

oi. Vhs 

in this diocese, let me state with all the emphasis at my command that I should 


do everything in my. power to eradicate it, and in the intervening period while atl 
Dar aie. existed I should have to refuse any episcopal ministrations on behalf ee 
of the Bppenp ent ion concerned." ita (8) 


., de “Blank, commenting on his observations since coming to South Africa Ba 
sere peed declared that "the working out of apartheid is not a working policy 
of:.fair and just. separation of races in different areas, as conceived. and ex- 

plained by bodies like the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs and the Dutch é 
Reformed Church, but is rather the maintenance and consolidation of white domi- Ra 
natign and white privilege". ee 


The archbishop also said "We must defeat our enemy’ in detail. Far better — 
that our church should be small numerically and true té‘its Lord, than that it 
should be strong numerically but in its strength dependent on the nominal faith 
of many who have no serious intention of ever putting their faith into practice. 


Replying to the archbishop in the South African parliament, Mr. Eric H. 


paren vst » Hpi Ses Geneva 
Annual Student Prayer Day Called for February 16 ne 


(Geneva) — The World's Student Christian Federation has issued a call to prayer 
and a suggested order of service for the Universal Day of Prayer for'students 
to be celebrated this year in the northern hemisphere on Sunday, February 16. 


The call, based on verses 16 —- 18 of St. Paul's first letter to the Thes- ; 
salonians, will be widely | read in local congregations and at special services. 


Students mhesiiitie year reminded that "the intention of this Universal Day — 
of Prayer is not simply for students who are members of the federation to par— 
ticipate in mutual intercession on one day, but chiefly to call the Church as ay. 
a whole to intercede then for all students, whether they are, Christians or not". 


~The forty-one national movements within the WSCF have this year been sent © 
a copy of a letter received from the "student congregations" in East Germany | 
(DDR), assuring students in the west that the day will be observed in East Ger— 
many, but drawing attention to the fact that "students in the DDR have little « 
or no opportunity to travel abroad". The letter asks students in other coun- 
tries to send coloured slides of university and studentlife with explanatory — 
notes, by air mail, to the headquarters of the Evangelische Studentengemeinde 
at 41 Leuchtenburgstrasse, Berlin-Zehlendorf. The slides will be projected 
in East German student circles. 


At the request of the World Student Christian Federation, the collection. 
made by the Studentengemeinde (SCM) in Western Germany is to be used for the 
organisation of a “Leadership Training Conference" to be held in Ghana from 
July 21 - 23. Theme of the conference is "The Witness of Christ in Church,” 
College and University". Participants are expected from the Cameroons, Daho- 
mey, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Togoland and other African countries. 


This year's call to prayef appears on Page 8. EsP.S., Geneva 


ozs. nesettled 28,146 Refugees in 195'/ 


(Geneva) - The World Council of churches resettled 28, 146 refugees during 1957 
through its Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees, it was an- i 
nounced in Geneva at the January 28 - 30 meeting of the division's ‘Administrative — 
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| resettled by the rie during the. six-year “period between 1952 and 19577, Dr. 
Edgar. H.S. Chandler told the éleven-member committee. A total of 97, 496" 
refugees and migrants has been reséttled in more than. forty nations. 


At, the same time the committee was, told that the Service to Refugees 
office in Yugoslavia closed on January Pate marking the end of the resettlement 
operation for the 19,000 Hungarians that fled to Yugoslavia since the end of 

Boo. OL think this is an extraordinary accomplishment working under diffi- 
cult circumstances", Dr. Chandler told the ‘group, adding that “sometimes peo- 
ple feel the fori eee situation is so vast that it is impossible to solve. I 
want to point out that this is one problem that has been completely solved and 

‘ewe can get on to something else." .,The WCC helped to move 1,295 Hungarians 

out of Yugoslavia to South (Pee bbs ilreeeie ) Belgium, the Hh GE wih coun- 
tries, France, Switzerland, the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. 


Turning to the problem of refugees in Hong Kong, the committee learned 
that “since 1952 approximately 8,000 White Russians from China have been reset- 
tled through the World Council office in Hong Kong, most of them going to South 
America or Australia. At the present time a total caseload of 12,634 remains. 
Of that group, 1,125 have received their visas and are in Hong Kong awaiting. 
transportation; 3,147 visa holders are still in China waiting to come to Hong 
Kong. The WCC is seeking visas for another 8,362 still in China. Of the 
group, 25 per cent are under 16 years of age and 50 per cent are.under 40... 


Looking at the situation in the Middle Hast, the committee said it was 
"deeply concerned at the tragically inadequate response" of the UN Pledging 
Gonference of .October 4, when the minimum*budget of the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency was undersubscribed by $15,200,000. The committee commended 
the Near East Christian Council "for the great role that it is playing in help- 
‘ing to relieve the distress of the Arab refugees from Palestine", and asked the 
division to bring the situation in the syn nae ee to the attention 
of mémber churches". © . 


a ze tt also. agreed to ‘help support alia’ 1958 a Sam which began ey as in October 
“in Algiers, directed by CIMADE, French Ecumenical relief agency. The tean, | 
“made up of three. French women, is working.in a new housing development where | 
Moslems BE ee from their obd "bidonville", ‘or shanty: town; are living. 
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Local Talks Between DDR Church and State Officials "i i | 
: 


(Berlin) - Local. officials of church and state have met for "frank open dis- 
cussion" at Cottbus, Bast Germany. . 


A communiqué issued after the meeting ae such conversations will aa od 
for "better understanding and cooperation", 


‘> Similar meetings are now planned in other places. They follow rete 
of a lull in press attacks on pastors and church leaders, and an. ee of pro- 
cedures for granting: visas to attend church meetings in the west. 


Plans for conversations are confined to the Th8a7 ayer There are no 
signs of.a top-level meeting between heads of church and state. 


E.P.S., Geneva 


US, Churches Begin Project to End Housing Bias 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) - Five’ Protestant hated test ona’ in the United 


' States will begin’ a programme in three Bed next auton to: help Bee ees ranacice 
raodial barriers in housing. 
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Church members in each of the cities, still to be selected, will be urged 
to work for racially integrated housing. A full-time director will be employed 
in. each city, and his assignment will be to use all available resources in es- 
tablishing among "white Gentile residents a climate of opinion favourable to 
non-segregated occupancy". 


Taking part are agencies of the American Baptist Convention, Disciples of 
Christ, the Methodist Church, the Presbyterian Church USA and the United Church 
of Christ. The denominations have been asked to pool $175,000 to finance the 
project for three years. . E.P.S., Geneva 


French Protestants Deplore Terrorism and Police Torture in Algeria 


(Paris) - A statement issued by delegates to a Protestant meeting on North 
African problems has called attention to the slow progress made in finding a 
solution to the Algerian problem, and has called French police methods used in 
questioning terrorist suspects inexcusable. 


The meeting, the fifth to be called annually by the French Protestant 
Federation, said that terrorism in France itself had increased, and even if it 
was true that it had decreased in :lgeria there did not seem to be much real 
"peacemaking of heart and mind", 


. The delegates said it was not their business to prescribe a political 
settlement in detail, but emphasised that "successful military action could not 
take the place of a poteiead solution". 


They declared that even if for the most part "the forces with the responsi- 
bility for restoring order are doing their duty conscientiously in spite of 
exceptionally difficult circumstances, it appears that the use of torture in 
questioning suspects is not as unusual as certain official declarations main- 
tain. Whatever atrocities the rebels have committed", the statement says, 
"such practices cannot be excused or tolerated". 


The delegates note that "the spread of police abuses and the powerlessness 
of parliament and the government, not only in applying, but even in defining an 
Algerian policy" are evidence of "a disturbing weakening of the state for which 
the whole nation must share responsibility". . 


In an interview after the meeting, Pastor Marc Boegner, chairman of the 
French Protestant Federation, added that "the unexplained disappearance of such 
a large number of Algerians, Moslem and Christian, about whom none of’ the autho- 
rities seems to be able to give the slightest information, also gives us the 
gravest concern". 

The meeting was attended by representatives of the algerian, Moroccan and 


Tunisian churches, and by BigDers of the Council of the French Protestant Fede- 
ration. H.P.S., Geneva 


Armenian Bishop in Athens Denies He Must Leave Greece 


(Athens) - Bishop Elect Issahag of the Armenian Orthodox Church of Greece has 
denied reports that the Athens police have told him his Per erage pormtk would 


not be renewed. | | | 
The bishop, who’ arrived in Greece on April 28, 1956, said he had "no inten- 

tion whatsoever of leaving’. © He emphasised that most of the members of his 

‘church were Armenians who hold Greek citizenship, but that none is of Greek 


citizenship. 
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Denying allegations that the location of the supreme patriarchate of the 


Armenian church in Echmiadzin, Soviet Armenia, rendered the church .politically 
subservient, Bishop Ghazarian declared “in our Armenian church there 1s no™. 


political influence whatsoever". E.P.S., Geneva 


In brief 


‘‘An honorary degree in theology has been conferred on Anglican Bishop K. 
H. Ting by the Reformed Theological Seminary in Debreczen, Hungary. The 
bishop, who is Dean of the United Theological Seminary in Nanking, China, was 
visiting the Hungarian churches as leader of a Chinese church delegation. 


Ce TAY 


Dr. Tibor Bartha has succeeded Dr. Janos Peter as Reformed Bishop of the 
Trans-Tiscian diocese of the Hungarian Reformed Church. Dr. Peter, who re- 
signed in October 1956 at the time of the Hungarian uprising, declined rein- 
statement in office. He said he wished to devote himself to other public 
duties. 

* % 


Bishop Gerhard May, héad of the Lutheran Church in Austria, in an inter- 
view with the Austrian Federal Chancellor, Dr. Julius Raab, has urged speedy 
passage through parliament of the new proposed law regulating relationships 
between the state. and the-Protestant churches. Protestant circles in Austria 
do not want the settlement t> be held’ up until conclusion of a new concordat 
for Roman Catholics, which may still take some time. 


A new bill “proposing ordination of women to the ministry in the state 
lutheran Church of Sweden has been introduced into the Swedish parliament. 
It is almost’ identical with last year's bill, which was passed’ by parliament, 
but rejected by the church's synod. Church leaders complain that the new 
measure has been introduced against the wishes of the synod and the bishops 
“» who had asked for more time to study the question. The World Council of 
‘Churches’ has been asked to provide the Church of Sweden with information -on. 
the practice of churches outside Sweden. = os cd ne 


ThE Gre 


During 1957 the Lutheran World Federation sent fifty wagons of foodstuffs 
and clothes to pastors and embers of the Lutheran Church in Hungary. Ss 


xX 4 t 


"Who Is My Neighbour" is the subject of the annual Race Relations Sunday 
message issued in the United States by the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ inethel UsA. The message will be read in Protestant and Orthodox chur-— 
ches on Sunday, February 9. The 1,500~word statement asks church members to 
put the same generosity and mercy into their relations with people close at 


hand as. they have put into,world mission programmes. _.., i 


a OK 


The Executive Committee of the World Council of Churches will hold its 
semi-annual meeting from February 10 - 14 at the headquarters of the British 
Council of Churches in London. Agenda-items include-discussion of the pro- 
posed integration of the WCC and the Intermational Missionary Council, plars 
for New headquarters for the WCC in Geneva, implementation of a study ofarekia 
gious liberty, authorised by last summer's Central Committee, and relations. 
with the Moscow Patriarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church. Dr, Franklin 
Clark Fry, Lutheran, USA, is chairman of the committee. E.P.S., Geneva 
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A Special Report 
The Churches” in the Pacific Islands 


The most urgent need of the Church in the Pacific today is a een ee 
logical college, whene the;future leaders of the Church could be trained,,to- 
gether. in an environment; famidiar to them. This is. the opinion of the Rev. 
setareki A. Tuilovoni, director. of the Young People's Department of the Metho- 
dist Church in Fiji, who reported to the Assembly of the International Missi- 
onary Council in Ghana -(see EPS No. 2,. 1958) . 


"Tn such a theological setting, the students from each of the groups of 
islands represented will come to a realisation of their total responsibility, 
both in the Pacific churches and in the missionary task of the Church in the 
world," he said. Mr. Tuilovoni noted as "encouraging" that the Methodist 
Mission of Australasia is considering the need for a united theological college. 


At the same time, Mr. Tuilovoni called for more cooperation between mis- 
sion boards working in the Pacific, pointing out that together the boards 
could establish higher training shhools’ for lay leaders and set up church 
conferences. 


"Tt must be mentioned that the desire to come together is felt by the is- 
landers themselves", he said. "Even today Pacific Islanders are found in 
missionary fields away from their homelands. A significant part of ‘the church 
life in some of the islands of the Pacific today is the awakening of youth to 
their responsibility in the Church. The youth of Tonga, Fiji and Samoa have 
gone a step further in holding their first youth camp in Fiji last August, 
marking the first time in the history of the Church in the Pacific that young 
people have come together ee ‘conference of thet kind, sponsored and run by 
island leaders. 


: "The success of that gathering proved that the Pacific Islanders are ready 
for fellowship: and cooperation. Next year the camp will» be held in Tonga and 
we hope that Samoa will invite young people from Fiji and Tonga the following." 


a But", Mr. Tuilovoni said, "the churches in the Pacific still need the 
“help. of the sending churches, both in personnel and financial assistance. The 
desire to have help from outside does not mean that churches in the Pacific 
have been spoon-fed by the sending churches in matters of finance. Many of 

the churches are autonomous and able to support their own workers and their 
institutions. «-Tonga has her own Conference and has paid the salaries of some 
of the missionaries: working there. Samoa has gone further. The churches. 
there pay the:isalaries of.all missionaries and finance their own institutions 
and pay the salaries of the: Samoan:workers." sie 


Turning to the situation in tie ial yk Islands, Mr. Tuilovoni said that “the 
-dislands claim to be a religious country, and the last census in 1956 showed that 
rv99-per cent of the population belong to some religious group.. But this does 
“mot imply that they all belong to the Christian Church. Even though in the 
past Fiji might have claimed to be a Christian country, today, the claim is in- 
‘.possible because of the growing number of non-Christians. ath pal 


. "There are 178, 161 Christians (or 51 per cent of the population) and 165,191 
‘non-Christians (47 per cent). a Since the majority of the non-Christians are 
Indians and they are increasing much more rapidly than the Fijians, the Chris- 
tians will be outnumbered in the not distant future." 


During the 19th century many Indians were introduced aete akyper particu- 


larly. as plantation workers. re 
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Mr. Tuilovoni went on: "The Christian forces that are being challenged in 
Fiji belong to these churches: Methodist, 138,147; Roman Catholidé, 25 ,5427- 
Angelo can, 5 74505 SRS re “Adventist, a, OLS ‘Presbyterian, 982; other 


“ErOUpS y 3,347. 


"Some of the mission Oi Als are aaa among the Tiaieness put progress is 


very slow. , The mission boards concerned and the Fijian Church will. have to 


explore the. possibility of using more effective methods of evangelising the 


non-Christian Indians. I am convinced that sending experienced missionaries 
from India to Fiji will speed up the pace, and plans are under way to further 
the evangelisation.of the non-Christians. We are conscious of the fact that 


herve ‘hies the missionary frontier of our church. It is here that the battle 


has to be fought. There has never been a time when cooperation was more ur- 
gently needed among the various missionary bodies working in Fiji than today. 
The missionary workers are becoming aware of that necessity and they have es— 


tablished a board of evangelism. 


“But though | she large number of non-Christians in Fiji may be overwhelming, 
one should not forget that the Christian denominations, through their denomi- 
national agencies, manage to influence the non-Christians indirectly. Thou- 
sands of non-Christian children go through our schools where they learn ‘some- 


no 


a 


PD] 


“thing about Christianity. » Non-Christians are also contacted through open air 
preaching, pastoral, visitation, medical work, youth movements, the radio, press 
apg Aiea, aids. ALSO LH dee 72 On . E.P.S., Geneva 
F ah he By: rt 
Document 


Catt for the Day of Prayer Oru! ae World's Student Christian Vodira tion 
: February. 16, 1958 


"Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; 
for this is the will. of God in Christ Jesus for you." I Thess.5: 16-18. 


—O— 


With. these words the World's’ Student Christian Federation oncé ‘again calls 
the Church everyimhere to make intercession for the universities of the world. 


There is no doubt that the New Testament commands us to pray. The impera- 
tives are hard, even sharper than we think at first glance. "Rejoice always" y 


“at all times. "Pray constantly", without ceasing. "Give thanks in all cir- 


cumstances". And what is more, we are commanded to do this “for all men" 


XT Dim22' 1). The New Testament does not show much interest in whether we 
want to pray or not. Our will is not decisive here. Another will wants 
| these things, and that will is the commanding one. "This is the will of God!" 


‘Can we. Berar Can wes 11 Og this will to take place in us,. if not always | 
‘and . abit atahtay..a ‘at least here and now,-in this place? Are we, willing here and 
now to be given the gift of joy, ‘of a thankful heart, of valid prayer? While 
we weigh this .possibility, the New Testament speaks once again: that which | 
God wills has already taken place "in Christ Jesus". You.do not decide whethe 
God's determination to have a joyful, praying, grateful creature will happen | 


' ,,0r not. , God's will has happened in the Man of ‘Nazareth! In him the Creator — 


hears. ‘the grateful “lét it pew soi" of his creature. In the Man of Nazareth, 


the life of faith in ‘all these’ Forms: - Joys prayer, gratitude - is a pede 
not just a possibility. a‘ 


And this Man Of Nazareth has to do with us‘here, today. This Lordly Man 
believes, rejoices, prays, gives thanks "for you". In him your Day of» Prayer — 
has already begun. In this Man of Nazareth, God is glad about you, his own 


\ 


| 
| 
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creature! In this Man of Nazareth, God himself prays for you, his friend: 

In this Man of Nazareth, God, in his own inconceivable way, gives thanks for 
you, his own beloved child! Your hard will and deadness of heart he wants 

for himself. His free will and living heart he wants you to have for your- 
self. His command to rejoice, to pray, to give thanks is an invitation to 

let his life be your own. God wants this life for you. 


"Ror you' — "for all men". What God wants for you, he has already begun 
"in Christ Jesus" for all men. Can we rejoice and pray and give thanks for 
that in the universities where we study and learn and teach? "All men" is not 
an abstraction in the New Testament. It means "each man"; each man and woman 
in the universities of the world, especially those we know and see every day, 
and most particularly those we might prefer to leave alone. Professors — the 
interesting and the dull ones! Fellow students - the clever and the foolish 
ones, the rich and the porr, the courageous and the cowardly, the trustworthy 
and the untrustworthy, the Christian and the non-Christian, the religious and 
the sceptic and the indifferent, the good and the evil - all _ men are included, 
in the "for you" which we celebrate today. And those also who help us to 
study: families - the understanding and the misunderstanding ones, the encoura- 
ging and the depressing; officials - the helpful and the hindering ones, the 
just and the unjust; and the merchants from whom we buy, and the poor of every 
kind among whom we study and live. For all these we are invited to rejoice 
with the Heavenly Father, who “in Christ Jesus" sees rot only the heart of each 
man, but the destiny of all men. For all these we are invited to pray with 
the Lord who holds them lovingly and without ceasing before the heavenly throne. 
For all these we are invited to give thanks in all circumstances — not pharisaic 
thanks for things unworthy of thanks, but the thanks of those who know that 
their own sins have been forgiven, and those of all men. 


"Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you." Amen 


Officers of the W.S.C.F. 


H.P.S., Geneva 
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